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SIRS, * 


oy * having ſtated, in the Parliamentary Proceedings 
of the Houſe of Peers, Tueſday, November 10, on 
the Order of the Day for the ſecond Reading of the Bill 
« for the better ſecuring His Majeſty's Perſon and Govern- 
„ ment,” &c. that * Lord Abingdon began a De/iltory 
« Speech, with ſome Obſervations on the Lord Chief Juſtice 
of the Court of King's Bench, and, having made ſome 
« general Remarks on c and Tories, concluded with 
« giving his Negative to the Bill” is the Reaſon why a more 
fair, candid, and authentic Account is tranſmitted to you, 
for Inſertion in your following Journal. 

Disjointed Repreſentations of either what Lord N 
did ſay, or was prevented from continuing to ſay, have 
occaſioned him to commit this Reſult of his Recollections 
to the Preſs, in Order that it may be handed down Pro 
Bere Publics to the lateſt Poſterity, - | 

he Order of the Day having been read, his Lordſhip 


obſerved that the ms Pa in Debate, having been 


often 


| (5s) 

| often referred to, and the Authority of Sir William Black- 
' ſtone often quoted, he denied the Authority to be of any | 
; ſufficient Validity for, no actual Definition was to be found | 
in the learned Judge's Commentaries, but merely Citations 

and Alluſions. He begged Lords in Adminiſtration to de- 
fine it. He aſked, if the King, Lords, and Commons were 
Omnipotent, Supreme, INFALLIBLE tt all Caſes whatſoever 
and, if ſo, where were the Rights of the People to be 
found ? and he was confident that, if his Ears did not 
miſtruſt him, a learned Law-Lord (Lord Thurlow) had 
had Manlineſs ſufficient (though it was the very Ground 
that placed his Lordſhip on the Woolſack) to recant that 
Doctrine on the Qucher Act. 0 

The next Ground he took was on Reform. | 
: He ſaid, that, for Brevity's Sake, and in Order not to 
treſpaſs on their Lordſhip's Time and Patience, he would 
put it into the Form of a Syllogiſm, vis. That a Reform 
of Parliament was in itſelf an Overt Act, the manifeſt In- 
tent of which was to alter the Government of a Country; 
and to alter the Government of a Country Was conflrudtively 
to depoſe the Ring. | 
; 'Fo depoſe the King, was, by the twenty-fiſth of Edward 
the 'Third, High Treaſon. 

Ergo, A Refirm in Parliament was High Treaſon, 

He, now, commenced on the Bill for the Preſervation 
of his Majeſty's Peron and Government and, here, referred 
them to the whole Tenour of hls Parllamentary Conduct, 
as it ſtood recorded, by his own Reviſion and Authority, on 
the Parliamentary Regiſters, which would, at once, carry 
Convittion to every Lord's Mind, of the Integrity and In- 
dependency of his Proceeding j and that whenever he ſaw in 
Miniſters any Diſpoſition to extend his Majeſty's Preroga- 1 
tive beyond its Boundaries and Limits, he thought it In- | 
cumbent on him, as one of his Hereditary Councellors, to | 
oppoſe it; that his Majeſty ſhould enforce his rue P "ITN | 
tive, and Nothing, with his Concurrence, beyond what 7 
the Laws and Conſtitution had guaranteed to him. He | 
thought that no other Remedy than the Laws in being was Y 

\ ' effential for the Preſervation of the Royal Perſonage ; and 
that our Laws were too numerous by half; and that it was 
a wiſe Obſervation of the Great and Immortal Lock, in | 
his Fundamental Conſtitutions of Caralina, wherein he MN 
« expreſſes and adviſes that, to — Ne of Laws 
* which, by Degrees, always change the Right Foundations 


« of the Original Government, all Acts of — — 
N | , 
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« whatſoever, in whatſoeyer Form paſſed or enacted, ſhall, 
« at the End of one hundred Years after their enacting, 
1 reſpectively ceaſe and determine of themſelves, and] 
& without any Repeal, become null and void, as if no ſuch 
« Act and Laws had ever been made, fince Multiplicity of 
„ Comments; as well as of Laws, have great Inconve- 
i niencies, and ſerve only to obſcure and perplex.“ 

The ſame Author goes on and ſays: * It is a great Mis- 
„ take in Coun/els, or worſe, that there ſhould be ſo much 
« Pains taken, by the Court, to debaſe and bring low the 
« Houſe of Peers, if a Military Government be not in- 
« tended by ſome : For, the Power of Peerage and a Stand. 
« ing Army are like two Buckets, the Proportion that one 
« goes down the other exactly goes % and I refer You to 
« the Conſiderations of all the Hiſtory of Ours, of of an 
« of our Neighbour Northern Monarchles, whether Stand- 
« ing Forces, Military and Arbitrary Government, came 
te not plainly in by the ſame Steps that the Nobility were 
% lefſeted t Witneſs! the Wire Roſe and the Red, that 
« changed Fortunes often to the Ruln, Slaughter, and Be- 
4 heading of the Great Men!“ 
His Lordſhip remarked, that If Mr, Lock's Scheme were 
to be put Into Executlon, by the Legiſlature of this Coun- 
try, It would be more beneficial to the Community than 
any freſh Laws Innovating upon the Conſtitution ; and that 
he did not, In his Conſclence, think that any Laws fince 
the unfortunate bloody American Conteſt, in this Reign 
were, ſtriftly and righteouſly, founded on a.Conſtitutional 
Balle, but, in direct Violation of them, both in Church and 
State | That he profeſſed. himſelf to be neither Wig nor 
Tory z but, a ConsT1TUTIONALIST, and that if an Uni 
In the Hate for the Uniting of the contending Parties (whic 
had often been ſuggeſted, but never accompliſhed by our 
Predeceſſors), viz. of Thoſe who are for the Brizi/h Conſti- 
tution and Thoſe who are againſt it, being a Diſtinction 
that ought to be perpetual ; which defirable End could never 
be effected without an Ad for Unifermity in the true Notions 
of the Conſtitution of the Briti/h — and Govern- 
ment, as the only Expedient to pull up by the Roots all Se- 
ditions, Tumults, Treaſonable Conſpiracies, Rebellions, 
and even wha Diftinftion ! WATTS 

In Concluſion, his Lordſhip ſaid that, however, if in 
Times like theſe, he was coerced into any Party, it would 
be that of the Moderate-Tory, as deſcribed by the profound 
and memorable Hiſtorian, Mr, Rapin, who ſeems, with a 

- Az. | Stateſman- 
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Stateſman- like Foreſight, to peep into the Womb of Futy- 
rity, and to be preſent with his Remedy for the preſent ca- 
lamitous Moment. The Moderate Tory (obſerves Mr. 
Rapin) is one who would never ſuffer the King to loſe any 
of his 18 but, neither would he /acrifice the 
Rights of the | 

MEN; have frequently ſaved the State, and will ſave it 
again, whenever it ſhall be in Danger, either by the violent 

ories, or from the Repub.ican Whigs.“ 


ce further Continuation of this very important Conſlitu- 


riona ! Debate, now affumes a Lenden Type, 


Friday, 


eople. Theſe (he adds) are Tzxvr Exvorten- 


